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AUTHORITY ON NAVAJO WEAVING WILL GIVE 
FREEMAN MEMORIAL LECTURE AT UNIVERSITY
MISSOULA-t
Noel Bennett, a r t i s t ,  author and educator from Corrales, N. M., will 
give a Freeman Memorial Lecture at the University of Montana Saturday,
t
May 23, at 8 p.m. in the Music Recital Hall on campus.
Her lecture on "Navajo Weaving: Miracle and Mystery" will be followed 
by a reception in the recital hall lobby. The lecture and the reception 
are open to the public without charge.
The lecture will be the third in the series supported by the Edmund 
and Mary Freeman Memorial Fund in the UM Foundation. Edmund Freeman taught 
English at the UM from 1919 until his retirment in 1962. He remained in­
volved in University affairs until his death Nov. 23, 1976. His wife, Mary, 
.was a weaver and active in the cultural l i fe  of Missoula. She died in 
February 1975.
Bennett spent the years from 1969 to 1976 in the Tuba City and Shonto 
areas of the Navajo Indian Reservation in New Mexico studying the art  and 
culture of Navajo Indians as expressed in their weaving. She has written 
four books and several art icles on Navajo weaving and textiles and frequently 
treats the subject in lectures, workshops and demonstrations for universities, 
museums and handweavers' guilds.
(over)
FREEMAN LECTURE -- add one
She directs the Navajo Weaving Restoration Center in Corrales and
i
serves on the faculty of International College, Los Angeles, Calif. She 
also trains weavers in techniques of restoring Navajo texti les  for museums, 
traders and collectors.
Bennett graduated with honors in ar t  from Stanford University in 1961 
and was that year 's recipient of the Mortimer C. Levintrit t  Av/ard for "most 
outstanding work in the Departments of Art and Architecture" at Stanford.
The following year she received a M.A. in ar t  education from Stanford.
Robert Shaw, musical director of the Atlanta Symphony, opened the 
lecture series in 1979. Others who have lectured are Maynard Mack, Sterling 
Professor Emeritus of English at  Yale, and Leslie Fiedler, l i terary cr i t ic  
and member of the faculty at State University of New York at  Buffalo* both 
of whom spoke in 1980.
The Freeman fund also co-sponsored a lecture on campus in April 1981 
by Richard de Mil 1e , Montecito, Calif . ,  author of books on Carlos Castaneda




Noel Bennett will arrive late Thursday, May 21, and will be staying 
with Susie and Land Lindbergh at Greenouah. If you are interested in an 
interview, you can reach her at their number: 244-5547.
